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Report for the year 1817, of the Executive Committee for the man- 
agement of the missions, first commenced by the Rev. John IWes- 
ley, the Rev. Dr. Coke, and others; and now carried on under 
the direction of the Methodist Conference. 


(Continued from page 116, vol. S.) 
ASIA. 


Cryton.—The mission to this island continues to present the 
most cheering hopes of great ultimate success, and in no place is 
success more ardently to be desired. The new and more correct 
information of the moral condition of its inhabitants, which has been 
lately communicated, wil! be felt greatly to increase the obligation 
of christians to continue and to increase the means of their conver- 
sion to the elevating and pure faith of chr istianity. The religion of 
the pagan part of the population of this island is at once the most 
cheerless. and the least influential of any of those forms of paganism, 
which have changed the glory of the incorruptible God, and wrested 
from man his best principles and most inspiring hopes. The first 
tenet of the religion of Budhu is atheism, a first cause and a creation 
being denied; despair rivets the chain of vice, by subjecting it to 
necessary and unavoidable ponrenment in almost endless miserable 
trausinigrations, while virtue bas nu other motive, its reward being 
no higher in the creed of Budiism, than for the human soul to be 
eterna!ly deprived of consciousness. Lo just accordance with a re- 
ligion, which on system excludes a!l notion of a God, of providence, 
of atonement, of pardon, and of hope, is the state of feeling among 
the Cingalese. ‘There are no people,”’ says a writer in his account 
of the island, “who are more under the influence ef superstiticus 
fears. The frequency of thunder-storms they consider as a proof 
that their island is abandoned to the dominion of devils. The 
fiends whom they cenceive to be hovering about them are without 
number.”’ Thus they are “in bondage all their life-time through 
the fear of death;” and the worship of devils, from this principle 
of fear, is a fact which, though formerly discredited by some in 
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this country, is now established by the concurrent testimony of all 
the missionaries. ‘Their minds indeed are seldom free from the ter- 
tor of demons. Every sickness and adversity is attributed to them, 
and in all such cases they attempt to appease the devil by sacrifices 
and offerings, through an order of priests employed for that pur- 
pose.* 

(To be continued.) 


* The Bouddhus do not believe in a first cause; they consider matter 
as eternal; that every portion of animated existence has in itself its own 
rise, tendency, and destiny; that the condition of creatures on earth is 
regulated by works, merit, and demerit; that works of merit not only raise 
individuals to happiness, but, as they prevail, raise the world itself to 
prosperity while, on the other hand, when vice is predominant, the 
world degenerates, till the universe itself is dissolved. They suppose, 
however, that thereis always some superiour deity, who has attained to this 
elevation by religious merit, but they do netregard him as the governour 
of this world. ‘To the present grand period, comprehending all the time 
included in a kulpu, they assign five deities, four of whom have already 
appeared, including Gountumu, or Boodhu, whose exultation continues 
5000 years, 2356 of which had expired A. D. 1814. Afier the expiration 
of the 5000, another saint will attain the ascendancy, and be deified. Six 
hundred millions of saints are'said to be canonized with each deity; though 
it is admitted, that Boodhu took on)y 24,000 devotees to heaven with him. 

«The lowest state of existence is in hell; the next is that in the form 
of brutes: both these are states of punishment. The next ascent is to that 
of man, which is probationary. The next includes many degrees of ho- 
nour and happiness up to demi-gods, &c. which are states of rewards for 
works of merit ‘The ascent to superiour deity is from the state of man. 

«The Bouddhus are taught, that there are four superiour heavens, which 
are not destroyed at the end of a kulpu, that below these, there are twelve 
other heavens. followed by six inferiour heavens; after which follows the 
earth: then the world of snakes and then thirty-two chief hells, to which 
are to be added, one hundred and twenty hells of milder torments. 

“The highest state of glory is absorption. The person who is un- 
changeable in his resolution, who has obtained the knowledge of things 
past, present, and to come, through one kulpu, who can make himself 
invisible, goes where he pleases, and who has obtained a complete abstrac- 
tion, will enjoy absorption. 

‘««Those who perform works of merit, are admitted to the heavens of the 
different gods, or are made kings or great men on earth; and those who 
are wicked. are born in the forms of different animals, or consigned to 
different hells. The happiness of these heavens is described as entirely 
sensual ’’—Ward’s Manner: of the Hindoos. 

“The gospel has been preached among them, in one way or other, for 
the last two hundred years Theusands and tens of thousands of the in- 
habitants have been baptized, and call themselves christians; and, if we 
chose, we might soon baptize half the people in the island They have 
no objection to be christians; for they imagine it to be a part of the go- 
vernment regulations, and yet, | had almost said, to a man they remain 
the same idolatrous people. In their souls they are married to the'priests, 
the temples, and the idols. We have spent much of our time conversing 
with the most learned priests we could meet with We have gone to their 
temples, and inquired into the genealogy of their images, with which they 
are crowded. But as vet we find ourselves almost where we began, for 
they carry us through such labyrinths of confusion and nonsense, that we 
are sometimes ready to despair of effectually succeeding So that at pre- 
sent I cannot give vou a systemaiical account of the religion we have to 
contend with. They deny altogether the existence of one supreme God; 
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they believe thereis no Creator, that all things existed from eternity, that 
matter and spirit, soul and bedy, men and things, animals and the world 
that supports them, are all the same in reality, and that the differences of 
all things we see, are only so many modifications of the same substance or 
a matter, and that these changes are eflected by its own inherent 
aws. 

‘In respect to futurity, we find them equaWy confused, They believe 


_in future rewards and punishments, not that they conceive these to be 


equally distributed to every man by a just and supreme Being, but that 
virtue and vice, of necessity, reward and punish themselves. Their 
greatest punishment is an almost endless transmigration through the bo- 
dies of beasts, birds, fishes, and reptiles. In this transmigration, the soul, 
they think, undergoes a purgation or preparation for that state of ex- 
istence, if such it can be called, which is the summit of al their wishes, 
viz. Nerewaana. ‘Their descriptions of this place are almost endless. It 
is a place without wish, or desire, or want of any kind. Indeed, all they 
Say respecting it amounts to this; that the inhabitants of Nerewaana be- 
come nothing, and the consummation of alltheir wishes isto be annihilated, 
which can be effectedthe sooner by a viituous life in this world. The fact 
is, it is the most perfect system of atheism that perhaps the world ever 
saw; and every priest that has any knowledge of it, is an atheist in the 
strictest sense of the word. And itisa singular fact, that when they are 
reasoning concerning the matter, either disputing the truth of the Bible, 
or defending their own religion, they make use of the same arguments, 
that some of our philosophers in Europe do, to defend the same atheisti- 
cal cause, These few observations will give you some faint idea of the 
nature of those materials we have to work upom and in all our intercourse 
with them, the same comes over again; so that at present, | sometimes 
think we are like boys at sehool constantly repeating the alphabet. 
However, we have no doubt but the case will alier soon; since, in conse- 
quence of the conversion of one of their greatest priests, and the conduct 
he at present pursues, together with a number of other things of a similar 
nature that lately occurred, a general alarm has been sounded through 
the island. 

‘Like all other idolatrous nations, they believe in the existence of the 
devil, and think he has great power over the bodies and circumstances of 
men, They have temples and priests dedicated to thedevils. The former 
they call Dewalays, and the latter Cappoas. Though this is altogether 
distinct from Bouddhuism, and though Budhu forbade the worship of de- 
vils, yet the whole of the Cingalese inhabitants are most awfully devoted 
to it, priests as well as people In some @istricts, it prevails to a most 
shocking extent. They dedicate their children, when born, to the devil, 
and many of them before their birth. In cases of affliction or .distress, 
they use extraordinary means. ‘They send for the Cappoa to the house 
of the patient He first endeavours to find out by what devil the person 
is afflicted; then the supposed image of the devil is brought to the house, 
large presents are set before it, lights are hung all round it, and the pa- 
tient is brought and plated at the feet of it. ‘hen the Cappoa begins 
his intercessions to that devil in a very loud tene of voice, accompanied 
with the most curious gestures and aniicks, ail of which are timed by a 
tom-tom, or native drum, and a bell. These ceremonies he will continue 
for ten or twelve hours. During the whole time he waves a liynted torch 
in one hand, and a bell in the other, and at intervals, quantities of a com- 
pound, something like gunpowder, are discharged over the image of the 
devil, either by the patient or an assistant. When a patient is pronounced 
incurable, or when the Cappoa says the devil will not accept of the ofier- 
ings and heal the man, then, in order not to have their houses polluted, 
they carry the poor wretch ont into the jungle, dig a hole, and leave him 


by it until he exvives; then they put him in, if he is not previously wo, 
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ried and eaten by the jackals or tigers, which is commonly the case. 
Many of these miserable creatures are carried out perfectly sensible. and 
when they see themselves ahout to be removed, terrified with the idea of 
their awful doom, they shriek and pray, and catch hold of every thing 
that comes in their way, to avoid their fate; and in one district, where I 
was very lately. | was informed, if a person happen to die in a house, it is 
immediately pulled down, or abandoned for ever These are things which 
call aloud for missionary exertions, and could the people of England wit- 
ness scenes of this kind, how it would make them prize their lot They 
would bless God for having given them an existence in a land where 
‘life and immortality are brought to light by the gospel”’ 1 am sure 
they could exert all their powers to assist a people in such a state.—Mr. 
Clough. 


a 


EXTRACTS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE BRITISH AND FO- 
REIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. ‘ 


From the Rev. Dr. E. Henderson. Edinburgh, February 6, 1818. 


Your highly interesting communication of the second instant came 
most opportunely to hand, the day before the extraordinary meeting 
of the Edinburgh Bible Society; which was held in this city on Fri- 
day last, for the purpose of receiving such accounts as I had it in 
my power to give, respecting the progress of the cause in the north 
of Europe. ‘The meeting was the most numerous and respectable of 
any ever held in Edinburgh. It was computed, that between 1800 
and 2000 people were present, most of them from the middle and 
higher ranks of society. From what I have since been able to ascer- 
tain, a remarkable blessing appears to have accompanied the ap- 
peals then made to the christian sympathy and benevolence of the 
audience; and I may state the declaration made the day after, by a 
very shrewd observer of what passes in the religious world, that he 
did not believe a meeting had been held in Edinburgh, since the 
days of the reformation, fraught with greater importance to the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ. | 

Our worthy Chairman, the Honourable and Reverend Gerard 
Noel, delivered an address near the close of the business, which 
quite electrified the meeting. It was full of simplicity, piety, and 
unction. 


From the same. Edinburgh, February 19, 1818 


On Friday evening, I gave an address to an extraordinary meeting 
of the Leith Bible Society. Nearly 1500 people were present, and 
listened with the most earnest and fixed attention to the details I 

ave them, of the progress of the society in the north of Europe. 

Last Tuesday, P had the pleasure of assisting at a meeting, held 
in the Assembly Rooms in this city, for the establishment of a lashes’ 
Bible Society. [ am now happy to say, that upwards of S00 
ladies attended, and that at the close of the meeting, 65 ladies 
gave in their names as collectors. ‘he meeting was adjourned till 
Friday week, when the society will receive its full organization. 
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Last night I addressed a meeting of about 1400 friends of the society 
in Dalkeith; Colonel Hepburn in the chair. Several gentlemen ac- 
companied me from Edinburgh, and spoke on the occasion. 


— 


Interview of the Rev. Messrs. Stallybrass and Rahmn, (Missiona- 
ries from the Missionary Society in London, to Irkutsk, ) with 
His Imperial Majesty at Moscow, January the 5th, 1818. 


FROM THE REV. MR. STALLYBRASS. MOSCOW, JAN. 5, 1818. 


We have this evening had the honour of an interview with his 
imperial majesty. He received us without the forms and ceremo- 
nies, which are usual at courts. He inquired particularly repect- 
ing our object. We told him, it was to translate the Holy Scrip- 
tures into the Mongol, and, if possible, into the Mandshur langua- 
ges. He spoke of the difficulty of our undertaking.—the privations 
we must endure,—and his wish to make our arduons work as easy 
as possible. He expressed his pleasure, that God had raised up 
instruments for such a work,—and his opinion, that nothing but a 
pious hope in th proniises of God, and grace and strength from him 
could enable us to execuate our intentions. With eyes sparkling 
with joy, and with ap animation which nothing but a feeling sense 
of the subject could excite, he spoke of the promises made in the 
word of God, respecting the circulation of divine truth; and of the 

leasure which he felt, and which every believer in them must feel, 
at this singular period, in seeing so many of them fulfilled. He ex- 
pressed his firm conviction, that they will all be fulfilled, because 
made by a faithful and powerful God. He regretted, that he was 
able to speak so little upon these great subjects, i in the E nglish lan- 
guage. He assured us of the pleasure which he should find in 
affording us every assistance and encouragement in his power, 
both on ‘our journey, and also for the promotion of our object, when 
arrived at Irkutsk. He told us, he had given most positive orders, 
and should still give them, that every facility should be afforded us; 
and, above all, be assured us, that his prayers should ascend to God 
on our behalf, that the important work which we had undertaken, 
might be accomplished. 


- ———— 


DOMESTICK. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Second Annual Report. 


(Concluded from page 122. vol. 3.) 

The managers haying become acquainted with the labours of the 
Rev. Frederick Leo, at “Paris, i in procuring, by his extraordinary ex- 
ertions, the printing of two fine stereotype octavo editions of the 
New Testament in French, one according to the translation of the 
Rev. Mr. Osterwald, and the other according to the translation of 
Le Maistre de Sacy from the Vulgate, and in circulating them with 
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unwearied diligence, at the expense of great personal toil, judged it 
proper to countenance so pious a work by a donation of five hundred 
doilars, which they transmitted to Mr. Leo through their excellent 
coutryman 8S. V. S. Wilder, esq. They have had the satisfaction 
to receive the most grateful acknowledgments of Mr. Leo, and to 
learn from Mr. Wilder, that nothing could have been more oppor- 
tune or encouraging. 

During the past year the board have received from England 700 
Gaelick, 260 German, and 500 Welsh Bibles, bought of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. for the purpose of supplying the wants 
of foreigners in this country who speak those languages. 399 co- 
pies of the Gaelick Bible have beén sent to Fayetteville, in North 
Carolina, agreeably to a request made to that effect by the Fayette- 
ville Bible Society. One Gérman Bible has been sold. The re- 
maining copies of that importation are still on hand. 

During the same period there have been printed for the society 
about nineteen thousand Bibles, chiefly of the brevier type, 12mo. 
making the total number printed to be 29,500. 

Of the 1,050 copies of the French Bible in sheets, presented last 
year to the board by the New-York Bible Society, six hundred have 
been sent to the Louisiana Bible Society for gratuitous circulation 
among the French inhabitants in that region; and six copies have 
been delivered to an individual going to Mobile, for gratuitous dis- 
tribution in that place. 

Of the stereotype plates for the French Bible, to be sent out by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, only those of the Old Testa- 
ment have been as yet received. ‘The remainder are expected 
shortly. 

In addition to the Scriptures in the French language above men- 
tioned, the board have made, since the last anniversary; the follow- 
ing donations of Bibles in English, viz. 

In June 1817, 100 copies of the brevier Bible were sent to the 
Steuben County Bible Society, and 100 to the Essex County Bible 
Society, for the destitute inhabitants on the frontiers of the state of 
New York; in July, one hundred to St. Louis, Missouri Territory; 
in September, one hundred to the Saratoga Bible Society, and fifty 
to the bible society at Adams and its vicinity in Massachusetts; in 
November, sixty-five to the United States’ ship the John Adams, for 
its crew, and one hundred to the Female Bible Society at Wilkes- 
barre, in Pennsylvania; in December, two hundred and fifty to the 
Marine Bible Seciety of New York, for the supply of seamen from 
all quarters frequenting the neighbouring ports; and in January 
last, fifty copies to the African Bible Society; making in all 1,521 
Bibles gratuitously circulated by the society in the course of the 
past year. Many more would have been distributed in the same 
manner during that period, had not the means of printing for the 
society been so limited. by the want of sufficient accommodations, 
as scarcely to enable the board, besides making the above grants of 
Bibles, to supply the mereasing calls of auxiliary and other socie- 
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ties desirous of purchasing them. The enlargement of its printing 
establishinent, and the continuation of the publick bounty, will, it is 
hoped, place the managers in a situation, during the coming year, 
to make a more ample distribution of the scriptures in destitute 
parts of the land. 

In consequence of sundry applications made to the board, by in- 
dividuals and by bodies other than Bible societies, to obtain from it 
copies of the scriptures for gratuitous circulation, the subject was 
maturely considered by the managers, and at their meeting on the 
19th of March last the following resolution was adopted. 

“Resolved, That in ordinary cases occurring within the United 
States, it is inconsistent with the best interests of this society to 
distribute the Bible gratuitously, except through the medium of 
auxiliary societies.” 

“The managers embrace the opportunity which this notice affords 
them, of recommending the formation of auxiliary societies in all 
those places where the inhabitants are destitute of the Bible. How- 
ever smal! these auxiliaries may be in the number of members, and 
unable to contribute, for the present, to the funds of the American 
Bible Society, they may still be the depositories and distributors of 
the Bibles which the managers may deem proper to afford them gra- 
tuitously.” 

The number of Bibles issued from the depository in the course of 
the past year is 17,594; which, added to those mentioned in the year 

receding (6,410) make the total number issued by the society since 
its organization to be 24,004 Bibles. 

The above have been distributed in nearly every state and terri- 
np of the union. 

f the six sets of stereotype plates cast for the society, the cor- 
rection of only two sets, of the octavo size, has been completed. 
The first set of the minion type, duodecimo, will soon be finished; 
and an edition of 2,000 copies of the Bible to be printed thereon 
may be expected out in the course of the next month. 

naddition to the very respectable list of auxiliaries to the socie- 
ty, mentioned in the first annual report, the board have the satisfac- 
tion to state, that during the past year seventy-three societies have 
officially announced their accession; hioanty Jou? of which existed 
before the establishment of the National Society, and forty nine were 
formed since. The above, together witn those mentioned in the 
Jast report, make the total number of auxiliaries to the American 
Bible Society, as now known, to be one hundred and fifty-seven. 

The managers ‘also acknowledge, with gratitude, the receipt of 
865 dollars 47 cents from congregational collections made for the 
benefit of the society, in answer to their application. 

By aresolution of the board of managers it was determined, that 
all the members of the convention which formed the American Bi- 
ble Society, should be constituted directors for life; in addition to 
which, eleven persons during the year have been made directors for 
life, by contributions of one hundred and fifty dollars each: and by 
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contributions of thirty dollars each, either by themselves, their 
friends or congregations, one hundred and seventy-four persons 
have in the same period been constituted members for life. 

The managers have directed the extension of their correspon- 
dence to all the foreign National Bible Societies. 

From the Russian Bible Society they have received a copy of its 
reports, accompanied with several copies of Bibles and portions of 
Scripture published by that Society in various languages of the Rus- 
sian empire, together with sundry other documeuts. 

From these reports and documents it appears, that this society is 
treading close in the steps of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
and bids fair to be more extensively useful to mankind than any 
similar institution on the Eastern Continent. It is patronised by 
the emperour with distinguished liberality. and by bis nobles and the 
dignitaries of the church with uncommon union. It has thirty-two 
Auxiliaries in. the prominent parts of the empire, and Las printed, 
or ordered to be printed, two hundred and seventy thousand Bi' sles, 
and two hundred and eighty two thousand New ‘Testaments, in the 
following languages and dialects, viz. the Cailmuc, Armenian, Fin- 
nish, German, Polish, French, Sclavonian, Dorpatian-Esthonian, 
Reval-Esthonian, Lettonian, Persian, Georgian, Samogatian, An- 
cient Greek, Modern Greek, Moldavin, and Tartar. Considering 
the extent of the empire, and its present politica! influence apou the 
old world, it is a matter of thankfulness and joy to all who love the 
Bible, that the operations of this society are carried on with so 
much zea! and success. 

With the Bible Society of the Netherlands their correspondence 
has embraced no publick business, and extends. as yet, only to ex- 
pressions of kindness and good will. 

The British and Foreign “Bible Society has transmitted a complete 
set of its versions; a detailed view of which 1s hereunto annexed. 

The thirteenth Annual Report contains an astonishing variety of 
matter; including intelligence trom all quarters of the globe, demon- 
strating the extent to w hich its beneficial influence has reached; in- 
troducing to our knowledge and notice associations of every kin- 
dred, and nation, and tongue, rising up to lend their aid in the 
mighty work of subduing, by means of the Bible, the whole world 
to the obedience of Jesus Christ. The managers are at a loss to 
express themselves with propriety in regard to this stupendous In- 
stitution Resistance adds new strength to its operations, and ex- 
penditure new coutr ibutions to its treasury. It goes on with increas- 
ing vigour in diffusing its blessings; and the managers of the Ame- 
rican Bible Society can only subjoin their hearty God Speed. A 
selection from its printed correspondence they cannot refuse them- 
selves nor the christians of the United States the pleasure of append- 
ing to their present report. 
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THE REV. MR. MILNOR, 
Rector of St. George’s Church, New York, in moving the thanks of 
the Society to the President, spoke as follows: 

Mr. Presipent,—Having consented, on a very recent intima- 
tion, to occupy the place of a valued clerica! Brother,* who has 
been prevented by an indisposition which we al! have reason to 
regret, from offering the motion which I am now to present to the 
chair—though | doubt not its acceptable character, yet [ can nei- 
ther calculate on supplying the loss of his presence, nor on addin 
to the interest excited in the minds of this assembly by the wel 
directed display of talent and piety exhibited here to day. 

But I cannot ‘eny myself the pleasure of mingling ny solicita- 
tions with theirs on the arrival of this cheering anniversary, and on 
the auspicious aspect in which the report of its managers presents 
the affairs of this inestimable institation. 

Whilst any thing remains to be done, (and O! how much is still 
before us?) we must not too long intermit our labours, and waste our 
time in contemplations of the past; but we may justifiably and profi- 
tably employ ourselves a little in pleasing retrospect, as an excite- 
ment of gratitude to God, and an encouragement to further eifort. 
If heaven has been propitious to our first and more enfeebled exer- 
tions, it is a grateful stimulus to their redoubled increase, and an 
encouraging pledge of continual support to our further more zealous 
and more extended labours. 

In surveying tie difficulties that have been encountered, it is pleas- 
ing to see that so many have been successfully surmounted. In 
looking forward to any that remain, none appear so formidable as 
to terrify or dismay. Even in our regret that prejudice, or «isun- 
derstanding, or a difference of views, should have induced any of 
our Christian brethren to withhold their support to the concentra- 
tion of the general sentiment into one grand national effort, still we 
are consoled by the reflection, that this difference of sentiu.ent ge- 
nerally regards the mode, and not the object—that the Bible is pre- 
cious in their eyes as in ours—and that under varying modifications, 
and through different channels, they are zealously employed in tue 
diffusion of its blessings. May we not hope, that, as the benefits ofa 
National Society are evinced in the practical result of its operations, 
angry opposition, if it any where exist, will, by publick upiulon, 
be frowned into silence, and honest diversity of seutiment yield to 
the force of truth demonstrated by experiment. This Suciety alrea- 
dy presents a most imposing front. It boasts among its valued pa- 
trons men distinguished in our country for qualities well entitling 
them to civic honours which a nation’s gratitude has bestowed, and 
to the expectation of the brighter rewards with which a God of mercy 
will remunerate their deeds of virtue. It accords, with the compla- 
cent ieeling of gospel affection, a long list of humbler, but as cheerful 
contributors, to whom Piovidence has given but little, yet who 
gladly give of that littie to au object of christian piety pre-eni- 
nently dear to their earts. 

* The Rev. Doc.or Wharton, of the Episcopal Church, in Burlington, 
New Jersey. 
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It has afforded to many a christian congregation the grateful op- 
portunity of evincing its attachment to a beloved pastor, by enroll- 
ing him among its functionaries; thus blending with an affecting evi- 
dence of love to him, efficient aid to the cause of the master whom 
he serves. It has given rise to many new associations in quarters 
the least expected; opened new spheres of Bible operation; given 
renovated ardour to the enterprise of female piety; and warmed the 
rising generation into ambitious desires to become instruments in 
spreading the savour of the redeemer’s name. 

It has made new discoveries as to Bible wants, and refuted the 


pretence of its being practicable to overstock our country with their- 


superabundant multiplication. 

If it cannot claim the merit of having excited, it has kept alive 
publick attention to the most interesting charity by which it has ever 
been arrested. It has contributed, and is daily more and more 
contributing, not to amalgamate religious communities, but to con- 
ciliate them towards each other. It has taught the ministers of 
Christ, and their people too, by friendly intercourse and association, 
to know each other’s worth, and though labouring in different de- 

artments of the gospel vineyard, to rejoice in each others success. 

It has brought the balm of Christian consolation to many a sin- 
sick soul, and cheered the fina! hour of many a departing spirit. 

It has practically honoured the gracious desire of the Saviour, 
that his gospel should be preached to the poor. It has illumined 
many a gloomy mansion with the peerless light of heavenly truth, 
and warmed its tenants with the beams of that Sun of righteousness 
who never shines but with healing on his wings. 

Instead of displacing, it has prepared the way for the successful 
preaching of the word, and powerfuily aided the missionaries of the 
cross in carrying home to the consciences of hearers the blessed 
truths of revelation. 

These things, to no inconsiderable extent, this Institution and its 
auxiliaries have already effected: and what has it still to accomplish? 
why, these and other objects, on a much more enlarged scale, as a 
liberal publick shall supply the means. 

Sir, you have heard justly eulogized that noble Institution in the 
land of our forefathers, from which we are not ashamed to have 
caught the animating fervour that now prompts our own exertions. 
If we cannot rival her stupendous doings, we can, at a distance, 
imitate them. If we cannot yet accompany her into the moral de- 
serts of the transatlantick world, we can visit, with the life-giving 
proclamations of gospel mercy, wildernesses in our own beloved 
country, into the recesses of which even her unbounded philanthropy 
has not yet penetrated. Honoured as her associate in spreading al 
and wide the wonders of redeeming love, this society shall give the 
world fresh evidence of the exalted value of her magnificent exam- 
ple, and without lessening, share the glory of her great achieve- 
inents. 

Mr. Presipent,—How exhilarating the prospect before us! How 
enchanting our view down the lengthening vista of futurity! when 
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the cold turf shal] cover the rp head in this assembly, when 
vour ashes shall repose in the sepulchre of your forefathers, and 
your emancipated spirit, with many a kindred soul engaged with 
you in the labour of this day, exults in the purchased blessings of 
eternity, your work of faith and labour of love shall survive the mor- 
tal wreck. ‘The American Bible Society shall still exist in heathful 
vigour, and prosecute its labours with unrelaxed exertion. Your 
generous benefaction not disdaining an association with the widow’s 
mite, and many a little free-will offering of infantile piety; shall 
bless with its product the children of poverty, and their childrens’ 
children to remotest time. 

Yes, sir, an institution like this, whose objects are Jehovah’s glory, 
the honour of his Son, the happiness of millions for whom his pre- 
cious life-blood streamed upon the cross, cannot go unblessed. So 
distinguished an agent in effectuating his purposes of mercy to a 
ruined world, has been the product of those celestial influences 
which shall perpetuate its being. Never will they be withdrawn till 
the visions of ancient prophecy shall be realized, and all the king- 
doms of the world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Christ. 

_ Mr. Vice-Presipent,—The resolution which I have to offer I ad- 

dress to you. I have not yet even hinted at its import; and I shall 
still be prevented. by the honoured presence of its subject, from 
pouring forth those effusions of heart, for the privilege of uttering’ 
which I could almost wish for his temporary absence. But while 
Iam forbidden by delicacy to enlarge, in his hearing, on our debt of 
gratitude to the venerable founder of the American Bible Society, 
its revered President, | must not be prevented from. saying, that 
whether we consider the intelligence, zeal, and perseverance, with 
which he | gr eae and prosecuted, and, amidst much opposition, 
established this institution; the anxious solicitude with which he 
has watched over its advancing interests, the unprecedented libe- 
rality with which he has endowed its treasury, or the unlooked for 
effort, (thanks be to God for its success,) at the risque of his life, to 
favour this meeting with his presence, we are equally called upon 
to express upon our records the feelings which these evidences 
inspire. 

It is under such impressions that I propose the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to the 
President, for his continued and watchful attention to its interests. 
and for his munificent liberality towards its funds. 


—_ 


TENTH REPORT 


Of the Bible society of Philadelphia. 
(Concluded from page 128, vol. 3.) 
The demand for Bibles in the city and county still continues, and 


through the state appears to be increasing. With the increase of 
the demand, the board cherish the assured hope, that there will be 
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found an increase of means to satisfy it. The work belongs to him 
in whose hands are the hearts of all men, and to whom the silver 
and the gold belongs. And the revival of zeal, and the increase of 
means, are but the earnest they fondly hope of an abundant harvest. 

In the land in which God has been pleased to cast our lot, Bible 
Societies have increased with a rapidity, and are increasing and 
acting with a vigour, that promises much for the glory of our God, 
and the welfare of our country. Already the stern, untutored son 
of nature, arrests his footsteps as he hears the veice of salvation, 
listens with attention, and bows with reverence to the message of 
the Lord. ‘The Bible in its still, but powerful language makes its 
appeal to his heart and conscience, and exercises over him its con- 
straining power; so that by it as a means the desert and the solitary 
place becomes glad, and the wilderness rejoices and blossoms as the 
rose. Among these institutions which grace our land, the Ameri- 
can Bible Society holds a conspicuous place, for the extensive field 
and the vigorous tone of its actions. 

Yet while much good has beea done and is doing by Bible Socie- 
ties, in conjunction with other societies which have the same great 
object in view, much still remains to be done, before the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God, shall extend its cheering and its 
blessed influence, through all the borders of our land. 

A population already numerous, and increasing with unexampled 


rapidity in the southern and western states and territories, calls 


loudly for vigorous exertion, to provide as fully as possible, a supply 
for the increase of deniand. “The fields are already white for the 
harvest,” and in proportion as the state and extent of this population 
are ascertained, the urgent necessity of supplying their wants is 
ascertained also. 

Unless the christian community awake to action and obey the 
call, there is reason to fear that ere long the mighty mass of immo- 
rality, and errour, beneath the burden of which the newly settled 
states and territories are groaning, will roll its destructive course 
and extend its baleful influence to those places where now “iniquity 
as ashamed hides its head.”? ‘The field for the display of christian 
charity is-extensive at present, and there appears to be opening 
every year new prospects, and to be afforded new opportunities, for 
conveying to our fellow men, the means of blessing, by placing in 
their hands the oracles of truth. With the increase of opportunities, 
it is pleasing to observe that the desire to embrace and improve 
them appears to increase also. 

From foreign lands, the information received, promises much for 
the interests of truth; for the welfare of man. 

The British and Foreign Bibie Society still continues, with muni- 
ficent hand, to dispense its blessings on all wh» seek them. 

Proceeding with colossal stride it visits every quarter of the 
globe; embraces in the arms of its affection the whole race of man; 
calls into powerful action its giant energies to overturn the kingdom 
of Satan, and erect on its ruins, that kingdom which “is righteous- 
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 
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By its 15th annval report, it will be seen that it has printed, or 
aided in the printing of the Scriptures, in sixty-six different dia- 
lects, or languages. It has issued during the last year 192,921 
copies of Bibles and Testaments, making the number issued since 
its commencement to be 1,816,382 copies of the Scriptures. The 
receipts in the last year from auxiliary societies amounted to 
52,0271. 9s. 8d. From these facts it will be evident, that time has 
not weakened, but has strengthened its zeal and activity, and has 
increased its usefulness. In the experience of the past it gives the 
pledge, that increasing years wili but increase its vigour. 

To such an institution, the glory of the land in which it is erected, 
and which at once confers honour and blessing on the family of 
man; with our whole hearts, we bid “God speed.” 

In Germany and Prussia, Bible Societies are increasing in num- 
ber and activity. The highest and the lowest ranks in society min- 
gle together; and aid and encourage each other in the prosecution of 
their labour of love. In their reports they notice the harmony that 
is produced among the different religious sects, and the various 
classes of the community; and that the cause of Bible Societies is 
prospering among them. ‘They find much to be done, and appear 
to be in the spirit of attempting to do much. 

In Russia, there is aroused a mighty spirit in favour of this holy 
cause. An immense empire, presenting in the language of the Rus- 
sian Bible Society “a field almost unlimited;” with a population for 
the most part destitute of the scriptures of truth, previous to the 
organization of the Bible Society, and consequently in great igno- 
rance of Scriptural knowledge. ‘The call was imperious, and the 
want was great. The call was promptly obeyed, and means in some 
degree proportionate to the want, are in a train for their regular 
supply. Under the auspices of the emperour Alexander, by whose 
munificence, it has been greatly aided, and by whose countenance 
and support it has been increased and extended, the Russian Bible 
Society has in a few years, increased its power and multiplied its 
blessings, so that its influence is extending, and its blessings are 
flowing, from Europe to Asia, and from the shores of the Euxine to 
the wilds of Siberia. The peasant confined to his native spot, and 
the Cossack that roams free and unfettered as his mountain blast, 
are alike the subjects of its mercies; and Russian and Tartar join 
together in the cry, for the word of truth, the guide to heaven. 
Millions pressed by spiritual hunger. ask and seek for this spiritual 
tood. That the cry has not been disregarded appears from the fact 
that tne Russian Bible Society and its auxiliaries, which are nume- 
rous and still increasing, have printed the Scriptures in sixteen dif- 
ferent languages, and are circulating it in twenty-five languages. 
That they have distributed of Bibles and Testaments 457,000. Yet 
the demand is increasing, and new societies are rapidly forming 
and vigorously acting, in order to meet the demand. The work 
evidently belongs to the Lord, and therefore it is prosperous, 

In the East, the Scriptures are translated, and circulated in the 
different languages, and among the different nations with an indus- 
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try, a zeal and perseverance, well worthy the spirit in which the 
work was commenced; and reflecting more than earthly glory, upon 
the little band whom God by his Providence, has honoured to take 
the lead in that work. Many of the Jews, Mahometans, and Hin- 
doos receive the precious gift, peruse and ponder on its solemn 
truths. And again the Star in the East appears to give the intima- 
tion, that there in his glory the Son of Man again will dwell. Still 
itis a dry and parched land, and needs much the former and the 
latter rain, to cause it to rejoice and to blossom as the rose. 

Nor is Africa silent, amid the general cry. for the word of life. 
Feeble indeed, yet her voice is heard; and she brings her little tri- 
bute, like the widow’s mite, to cast into the treasury for the work 
of the Lord. The children of Ham, appear to be in many places 
desirous to receive that blessing, which shall neutralize the eurse, 
and, that liberty, which shall make them freemen of Christ. Hence 
in various places, they are aiding as much as they are able, the Bible 
cause. 

It is evident, that the dark places of the earth are receiving 
rapidly the light of truth. ‘The Sun of righteousness is rising, with 
healing beneath his wings, and the nations are rejoicing in his beams. 
Alread. y the isles that are afar off, have seen the salvation of our 
God. In Taheite and its neighbouring islands, where for a long 
time laboured in faith, the Missionaries of the cross, and over which 
reigned the darkness of moral desolation; the light of truth has 
beamed on the benighted spirit, the triumphs of the cross are known; 
the cry for the Bible is heard. 

An extensive prospect is disclosed to the view; and a wide field 
is spread betore us, to which Bible Societies may direct their atten- 
tion, and on which they may, by means of the word of truth, accom- 
plish much for the glory of God, and the good of man. From the 
recesses of the continent, and from the isles of the sea, is heard the 
one voice, is uttered the one wish, for the Bible! It 1s borne on the 
bosom of the wave, from the western isles, skirts the shores of this 
western continent; re-echoes through the vallies, trembles along the 
cliffs, and thunders through the continent of the eastern world. 

It calls on all that is kind and beneficent in man, to join with all 
that is Godlike in Christianity, in that work, which unites the best 
interests of man, with the glory of God. Much has been done; 
much more remains for us todo. ‘The mild and brilliant glories of 
the Gospel of the Son of God, have indeed been spread, and have 
illumined many lands: and hope brightens over the scene. 

But still there remains vast regions, over which, the stream of life 
rolls not its wave, and plains dark and gloomy, over which the Sun 
of righteousness has not yet poured the golden day. 

Be ours the privilege, while ou us rests the duty, to join heart 
with heart, and hand with hand building up the interests of the 
kinedom of God. ‘To hasten forward that day, which we know 
shall dawn upen our earth: aday which no cloud shall darken, and 
no tempest mar; aday in which “The light of the knowledge of the 
slory of God” shall cover the earth, “as the waters cover the sea.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
REMARKABLE CONVERSION, 

In an account of a revival of religion in De Kalb, (N. Y.) writ- 
ten by Rev. James Johnson, and published in the Panoplist of May 
last, the following remarkable instance of conversion is related: 

Among the subjects of this work are some of the most dissolute 
in morals, and dangerous in principles. I will givea single instance. 
Gen. B. was a man of liberal education, and brilliant talents. He 
had amassed a large estate, enjoyed all the honours the town could 
bestow upon him, and received the appointment of General in the 
late war. He lost his property, and on returning from the service, 
he gave himself up to complete dissipation, and became confirmed 
in the principles of deism. When the late work commenced, he was 
most violently opposed. After'a few weeks, when exulting in his 
deistical principles while walking alone, supposing he had found an 
argument that would overthrow christianity, he was instantly 
thrown into a state of prefound darkness; his system was gone, and 
his sins were set in order before him. ‘To use his own words: He 
looked down, and destruction was uncovered, as dark as blackness 
itself; he looked before him, and his sins rose like mountains on 
mountains, till they reached the heavens, and above them, he saw 
an angry God frowning upon his soul. Soon after, in a publick con- 
ference, he made the most humble confession, and entreated the 
prayers of God’s people, that he might be enabled to live in new 
obedience. He said when he set out in the world, his object was to 
make money, and he had made it: but it gave him no satisfaction; 
he sought for honour, and had obtained it; but it afforded him no en- 
joyments he had sought for pleasure, and had sunk down into beastly 
dissipation; but it was vexation of spirit. He soon obtained a hope 
that through Christ his sins were forgiven, and has since united with 
the church. When he appeared before the church to relate his ex- 
perience, though he could command an army, and lead them to bat- 
tle without dismay, he was pale, he trembled, and his voice almost 
failed him. He is a pillar in the church, and as yet, his path is as 
the rising light, shining more and more. 

a 
ORDINATIONS. 

The Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Maryland, 
was held in the city of Baltimore in the month of May, after which 
the Rev. Mr. Keith, of Georgetown, and the Rev. Mr. Wheaton of 
Elkridge, were ordained Priests; and Messrs. Low and Gillis of 
Washington, were admitted to the order of deacons, by the right 
Rev. Bishop Kemp, in St. Paul’s Church. 

The solemn manner in which the ordination service was perforn- 
ed, and the excellent preleminary discourse delivered on that occa- 
sion by the Rev. Mr. Davis, were calculated to make a deep and 
lasting impression on the crowded auditory who witnessed the 
ceremony. 
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FROM THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 


For the following communication the publishers are indebted to 
Miss Saily Gano of Poughkeepsie, N. Y. who received it from 
the author, Mrs. Hough,* when on her voyage from America, 


v 


twenty days from Calcutta. 


“The other evening I sat reflecting on the past, and my absent 
friends shared much in my meditation; sadness pervaded my mind, 
and I almost involuntarily poured forth my soul in song. Possibly 
the simple effusions of your friend may amuse you, and perhaps a 
sympathetick feeling will pervade your bosom as you read the fol- 
lowing lines 


ON MELANCHOLY. 


When absent friends invite 
The silent tear, the tender sigh; 
When memory throws her light 


On scenes of joy passed swiftly by: 


Then melancholy flings 

A sombre sadness o’er the mind; 
She strikes the tender strings 

Of sensibility refined. 


She bids the tears to speak, 
To tell the latent grief she feels; 
Their language is too weak, 
*Tis what the deep-fetch’d sigh reveals. 


But, melancholy, why 

Hang all thy tender charms o’er me? 
I onl not always sigh 

For worldly joys, which transient be. 


Though time and distance join 

To part me from the friends I love; 
If Jesus is but mine, 

*Tis joy which changes cannot move. 


Then, melancholy, go— 

Thy power can never bind my soul; 
Thou tender nurse of wo, 

I yield thee not supreme control.” 


* The wife of one of the Baptist missionaries. 
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